
 

 רמב"ן על התורה
Selected Pieces from the Ramban’s Commentary on the Torah 

 מלוקט ע"פ קונטרוס של הרה"ג ירחמיאל פרייד
 ענין פסוק פרק

 ביאור מנחת קנאות והטעם לשעורים ולכלי חרס ועפר טו ה
 הנס הגדול והתמידי שבמי סוטה כ 

 טעם מחודש בחטאת נזיר יא ו
 הטעם שהאריכה התורה בפירוט קרבן כל נשיא ונשיא והנכוןב ד"ה  ז

 גור אריה להמהר"ל
Selected Pieces from the Maharal’s Gur Aryeh 

 מלוקט ע"פ קונטרוס של הרה"ג יהושע דוד הרטמן
 ענין אות )ע"פ הוצאת ממכון ירושלים( פרק

 חלוקת העבודה בין בני אהרן יט ד
 הטעם שהמעכב מתנות כהונה יביא אשתו סוטה לכהן  י ה
 מלאכת המשכן שקולה לבריאת העולם יד ז

 הקב"ה שמר את קרבנות הנשיאים מפסול והטעם טז 
 החידוש הגדול שהיו כלי המקדש מכוונים במשקלים יז 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Parsha Highlights for Further Discussion 

 A Nazir, as opposed to a Kohein, is not allowed to become Tamei for his family members (see 6:7).  What’s 

the difference?  The Shem M’Shmuel explains that a Kohein inherets his kedusha, while a Nazir creates his 

kedusha on his own.  So since a Kohein has his kedusha as an inheritance through his family – he can 

become tamei for them.  A Nazir’s holiness is his own, so he does not have the family connection allowing 

him to become tamei for them.  What are differences between holiness created and holiness inherited? 

 Why does the Sotah have to go through so much pain? Most assume it is punishment for the Sotah. The 

Emes L’Yaakov (5:15) explains differently.  We are actually assuming her innocence, but we have a long 

drawn out process in order to reflect the true difficulty of rebuilding trust. 

 Rav Schwab has a famous and important approach to the Haftorah of parshas Nasso, which comes from 

Shoftim 13.  Essentially, he reads into the dialogue between the parents of Shimshon and the angel the 

question of how can they raise their son Shimshon to be a Nazir when they themselves are not commanded 

to be Nezirim.  Rav Schwab’s approach in Mayin Beis HaShoevah raises some important points about the 

importance of role modeling in education. 

 



 

Foundations 

 נזירות

Nazir 

One of the central concepts in the parsha is the Nazir.  Here we will discuss the basic values of the Nazir and asceticism in 

general. 

1. What the Nazir Saw 

a. Rashi (6:2) explains that the parsha of Nazir follows the parsha of Sotah to teach that if you witness a Sotah 

you should stop drinking wine. 

b. Many sifrei mussar ask why should someone who witnesses the Sotah have to stop drinking wine – they are 

the most aware of the dangers of frivolity after witnessing the Sotah.  They explain, however, that witnessing 

something – even a punishment – has the power to desensitize.   

c. Rav Tzadok )Nassoah #13) points out that in the Torah the parsha of Nazir follows Sotah, but in Talmud, as 

the Gemorah itself notes (See Nazir 2a), the Tractate of Nazir precedes Sotah.  He explains that the power of 

the Oral Law allows one to understand and experience something before it even happens. 

2. The Asceticism of the Nazir: Good or Bad? 

a. Gemorah in Nazir 10a cites a dispute if the Nazir is considered a sinner or not.   

b. There seems to be a contradiction in the Gemorah if the opinion of Rav Elazar HaKafar is that all Nazirim are 

sinners or just ones that become Tamei.  See Tosafos Nazir 3a who addresses this contradiction.  

c. In terms of Halacha if asceticism is considered good or bad see Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 571:1 that 

fasting is considered holy. 

3. Can You Still be a Nazir? 

a. See Rambam Nezirus 2:20 that a Nazir nowadays is a Nazir Olam.  See Raavad and Kesef Mishnah who discuss 

whether the fact we are all Tamei Meis anyways should prohibit taking Nezirus. 

b. See Shulchan Aruch YD 203:8 who seems to include Nezirus as a form of Neder that is still relevant nowadays. 

i. Rav Hutner, in his Toras Nazir ibid., based on Shach YD 211:3 explains that we don’t include Nezirus in 

Kol Nidrei because it is included when we mention Nedarim. 

c. Rav Kook had a famous student names Rav Dovid Cohen who lived as a Nazir see his introduction to Oros 

HaKodesh.  For more on his life see Rabbi Joshua Rosenfeld’s article in Tablet “Seeker Finds Master – And 

Transcendance,” August 2015. 

 

5 Parsha Highlights for Further Discussion (cont.) 

 The Torah presents the laws of Gezel HaGer – stealing from a deceased convert who has no one to 
inherit.  It is worth noting that the term used to inherit in this parsha is not the typical term – יורש Yoresh 
– but rather the term גואל Go’el – which usually is used to refer to redemption.  This is an important 
reminder of the capacity of family to effect redemption for their parents. 

 Birchas Kohaim is introduced with the word כ"ה (see 6:23) the Baal HaTurim explans that this is to invoke 
to merit of the three avos who each had the word כ"ה said in their name.  See the Baal haTurim who 
explains other allusions to the term כ"ה.  Perhaps some of these are connected to חנוכ"ה? 


